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3 April 2022 

 

Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time in 

the Church Hall. 

 

Communion - Today’s service is a Communion service.  Due to pandemic-related precautions, we are con-

tinuing to do things a bit differently than usual, as follows: 

- The texts that we normally read from the hymnbook (the Apostles’ Creed, etc.) will be shown on the 

screen. 

- The Communion table will remain in the chancel, for the sake of physical distancing. 

- Rather than passing the bread and juice through the sanctuary, you will be invited to come forward to re-

ceive the bread and juice, which are set out on another table at the front. 

- Please come forward by the center aisle, and return to your seat by the side aisles.  Please come forward 

separately (or along with those in your own household), in order to maintain physical distancing.  Please 

take the bread and juice set out at either end of the table (left or right), working your way toward the 

center. 

- The bread and juice may be either consumed at the front, or taken back to your seat.  We will not wait for 

everyone to consume the bread and juice simultaneously, as we would normally do.  As usual, the bread 

is gluten-free. 

- Anyone who doesn’t feel comfortable receiving Communion today should feel free not to partake. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Isaiah 43.16-21 - “I am doing a new thing!” 

- Psalm 126 - “When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion …” 

- Philippians 3.1-14 - “Whatever were gains to me …” 

- John 12.1-11 - Jesus is anointed at Bethany 
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The readings for next Sunday will be 

- Isaiah 59.14-20 - “The Redeemer will come to Zion” 

- Psalm 118 - “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good” 

- 1 Timothy 1.12-17 - “Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners” 

- Luke 19.28-40 - Jesus arrives in Jerusalem 

 

The Greeters this month are Rob and Cheryl McPherson. 

 

The Reader today is Terry Rempel. 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 10 April - Palm Sunday 

- Friday, 15 April, 10:30 a.m. - Good Friday service 

- Sunday, 17 April - Easter Sunday 

 

Ukraine - PWS&D is accepting donations toward the effort to provide assistance to refugees fleeing the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine.  The most urgent needs are for food, water, and shelter.  PWS&D provides 

assistance through its partners, the ACT Alliance (ACT stands for “Action by Churches Together”) and the 

Canadian Foodgrains Bank.  Donations can be made through our congregation; just mark your cheque or 

envelope “PWS&D - Ukraine”.  If you would like your donation to reach PWS&D faster, you can donate 

online, using your credit card.  Go to www.WeRespond.ca, click on “Update: Ukraine Crisis Response”, 

click on the “Donate Now” button, and follow the prompts.  You can check the website also for periodic 

updates. 

 

Session News - Some items from the Session meeting on the 24th of March: 

- An official Wedding Policy for the congregation was approved, using a template provided by the clerks of 

the General Assembly.  In keeping with the results of the vote taken at the Annual Meeting, the Session 

used the definition of marriage as “a covenant between one man and one woman”.  The Session will re-

view the policy in a year (that is, March 2023). 

- At the same time, the Session increased the refundable cleanup/damage deposit of $75 to $125.  This ap-

plies also to all others who rent the Church Hall. 

- In creating the Policy, the Session was made aware of the following fact regarding fees, from the infor-

mation provided by the clerks of the General Assembly:  There should be no difference between the fees 

charged to members and non-members.  This is in keeping with Canada Revenue Agency stipulations 

that members who receive charitable receipts from an organization may not receive any personal benefit 

as a result of their contributions. 

- In light of the two points above, a revised fee schedule has been posted on the bulletin board in the 

Church Hall. 

- The Session is looking for someone to take over coordinating the Comfort Dolls and Baby Caps project 

from Debbi Miles.  This involves gathering the items contributed, packing them, and mailing them to the 

Compassionate Resource Warehouse in Victoria, B.C.  If you are interested, or have questions, please 

speak to John. 

- It was decided that people volunteering at congregational dinners will not be required to have been vac-

cinated for COVID-19. 
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Service Scripts - We are continuing to make a script of each Sunday’s service available, for those who 

would like one.  If you would like to receive it each week, please let John know. 

 

FOCUS, the local group that grows a crop for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank every year, is now prepar-

ing for this year’s growing project.  Last year’s project raised $204,000 for the CFB!  With the 4:1 match-

ing grant from the federal government, the total money raised was $1,020,000!  The CFB is a partnership of 

15 church-based agencies (including our own Presbyterian World Service and Development) that sends 

money to places around the world where there are serious food shortages, in order to provide food for the 

hungry. 

 This year, FOCUS is hoping to secure 460 acres of land in the Portage la Prairie, Oakville, Elie, and 

MacGregor areas, to grow canola, cereals, sunflowers, and soybeans.  When the crop has been harvested 

and sold, the proceeds will be donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

 For more information, or to send a donation, please pick up one of the information leaflets set out on 

the table behind the back pew.  Donations should be sent directly to FOCUS, c.o. Travis Rintoul, Box 

1226, Portage la Prairie, Man.  R1N 3J9. 

 

WICM - John periodically receives newsletters by e-mail from Winnipeg Inner City Missions.  Individu-

al news items will be reported in the Announcements Sheet once per month.  The news for this month:  

WICM has added four new “Team Members” in the past few months: 

- Cadena Sinclair and Amanda Sinclair, Flora House Children’s Program Coordinators 

- Jonathan Dionne, Director of Programs 

- Mitch Sylvestre, part-time Handyman 

The children’s program at Flora House was suspended for two years, due to the pandemic, and is now be-

ing re-started. 

 

Habitat for Humanity is beginning to plan its next build here in Portage la Prairie.  If you are interested in 

affordable home ownership, and want to know more about the criteria and application process, you are en-

couraged to attend a Public Information Meeting this Thursday evening (the 7th), at 7:00, in the Portage 

Family Resource Centre (234 Princess Avenue, next to the Cinema Centre).  Everyone is welcome! 

 

Revised Protocols - The Session has recently revised the protocols for our Sunday services, as follows: 

- Wearing a mask and hand sanitizing are now optional. 

- For the time being, we will continue to maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except mem-

bers of our own households).  We will also continue to refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- An offering plate is set out at the back of the sanctuary.  It may be brought forward for the dedication of 

the offering by the Greeter (or someone else) if he/she is comfortable doing so. 

- We will return to standing for the hymns and other parts of the service for which we stood previously; but 

will not yet put the hymnbooks and Bibles back into the pews.  Those who wish to remain seated for the 

entire service should feel free to do so. 

- Those who wish to do so may bring their own cushion and/or Bible each week. 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour following the service, yet. 

- The names of attenders each Sunday will no longer be recorded, since contact tracing is no longer being 

done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Vacation - John Zondag will be taking two weeks’ vacation time from the 11th to the 24th of April, in or-

der to travel to southern Ontario, to celebrate his mother’s 100th birthday on the 17th.  Pulpit supply for the 

services that he will miss will be provided by 

- Raymond Reichelt - Good Friday (15 April) 

- Charlie Clifford - Easter Sunday (17 April) 

- Keith Kelly - The 2nd Sunday of Easter (24 April) 

We thank Raymond, Charlie, and Keith for offering to lead those three services.   If a pastoral need should 

arise while John is away, please contact your elder, or Raymond (239-5359), to find out which ministers 

are available to assist you.   John plans to be back in the church office on Monday, 25 April. 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Amerika Tharu is a 52-year-old carpenter from Nepal. In early 2020, he developed a 

fever, and his face began swelling. Amerika sought help at two different hospitals, 

where he was misdiagnosed and underwent expensive treatment that didn’t address the 

problem. His poor health affected every area of his life, including his career. Eventual-

ly, his son brought him to see a doctor who suspected that Amerika might have leprosy 

and sent him to the Presbyterian World Service & Development-supported Shining 

Hospital. The hospital’s medical staff confirmed the diagnosis, and Amerika received 

the treatment he needed, allowing him to return home and resume his livelihood. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Calendars - Copies of the Prayer Calendar for April are ready to be picked up at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Don’t forget your copy! 

 


