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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY
THE 6TH SUNDAY IN LENT
10 April 2022
Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of
the sanctuary. Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time in
the Church Hall.
Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are
- Isaiah 59.15b-20 - “The Redeemer will come to Zion”
- Psalm 118 - “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good”
- 1 Timothy 1.12-17 - “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners”
- Luke 19.28-40 - Jesus arrives at Jerusalem
The Greeters this month are Rob and Cheryl McPherson.
The Reader today is Ruth Buan.
This Week in First Church:
- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom
- Friday, 10:30 a.m. - Good Friday service
Coming Up:
- Sunday, 17 April - Easter Sunday

The Christian Year - This week, the final week of the Season of Lent, is called Holy Week. During this
week, we commemorate the events of Jesus’ Passion (suffering) in Jerusalem. The significant days in Holy
Week are:
• Palm/Passion Sunday (today), which commemorates Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem (see Luke 19.28-44
and the parallel passages in the other three Gospels)
• Maundy Thursday (also called Holy Thursday), which commemorates Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, his institution of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, his arrest in the garden of Gethsemane, and
his interrogation by the Sanhedrin (the council of chief priests, teachers of the law, and elders) (Luke
22.1-65 and parallels)
• Good Friday, which commemorates Jesus’ interrogation by Pilate, his death on the cross, and his burial
(Luke 22.66 - 23.56 and parallels)
The symbolic color for Holy Week is red, signifying blood, which reminds us of Jesus’ suffering and death
— the sacrifice that allows our sin to be forgiven, making it possible for us to be reconciled to God and be
adopted into his family.
Vacation - John Zondag will be taking two weeks’ vacation time from the 11th to the 24th of April, in order to travel to southern Ontario, to celebrate his mother’s 100th birthday on the 17th. Pulpit supply for the
services that he will miss will be provided by our lay preachers, as follows:
- Raymond Reichelt - Good Friday (15 April)
- Charlie Clifford - Easter Sunday (17 April)
- Keith Kelly - The 2nd Sunday of Easter (24 April)
We thank Raymond, Charlie, and Keith for offering to lead those three services.
If a pastoral need should arise while John is away, please contact your elder, or Raymond (239-5359), to
find out which ministers are available to assist you. John plans to be back in the church office on Monday,
25 April.
Ukraine - PWS&D is accepting donations toward the effort to provide assistance to refugees fleeing the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. The most urgent needs are for food, water, and shelter. PWS&D provides
assistance through its partners, the ACT Alliance (ACT stands for “Action by Churches Together”) and the
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. Donations can be made through our congregation; just mark your cheque or
envelope “PWS&D - Ukraine”. If you would like your donation to reach PWS&D faster, you can donate
online, using your credit card. Go to www.WeRespond.ca, click on “Update: Ukraine Crisis Response”,
click on the “Donate Now” button, and follow the prompts. You can check the website also for periodic
updates.
FOCUS, the local group that grows a crop for the Canadian Foodgrains Bank every year, is now preparing for this year’s growing project. Last year’s project raised $204,000 for the CFB! With the 4:1 matching grant from the federal government, the total money raised was $1,020,000! The CFB is a partnership of
15 church-based agencies (including our own Presbyterian World Service and Development) that sends
money to places around the world where there are serious food shortages, in order to provide food for the
hungry.
This year, FOCUS is hoping to secure 460 acres of land in the Portage la Prairie, Oakville, Elie, and
MacGregor areas, to grow canola, cereals, sunflowers, and soybeans. When the crop has been harvested
and sold, the proceeds will be donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
For more information, or to send a donation, please pick up one of the information leaflets set out on
the table behind the back pew. Donations should be sent directly to FOCUS, c.o. Travis Rintoul, Box
1226, Portage la Prairie, Man. R1N 3J9.

Revised Protocols - The current pandemic protocols for our Sunday services are as follows:
- Wearing a mask and hand sanitizing are optional.
- For the time being, we will continue to maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of our own households). We will also continue to refrain from shaking hands, etc.
- An offering plate is set out at the back of the sanctuary. It may be brought forward for the dedication of
the offering by the Greeter (or someone else) if he/she is comfortable doing so.
- We will return to standing for the hymns and other parts of the service for which we stood previously; but
will not yet put the hymnbooks and Bibles back into the pews. Those who wish to remain seated for the
entire service should feel free to do so.
- Those who wish to do so may bring their own cushion and/or Bible each week.
- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour following the service, yet.
- The names of attenders each Sunday will no longer be recorded, since contact tracing is no longer being
done.

Mission Moment
Penjani Sichinga holds a special place in his heart for the David Gordon Memorial Hospital (DGMH) in northern Malawi, where he has worked since 2004, though
not everyone shares this passion. DGMH is a rural mission that serves a population of
120,000; and due to its remote location, poor accommodation and few incentives, the
hospital sees a high staff turnover rate, especially among doctors. Penjani received encouragement and support from the Synod of Livingstonia Health Department to pursue
medical studies to become a certified doctor. He finished his studies in 2021, and
thanks to support from Presbyterians Sharing, is now working on completing an internship at the Livingstonia University Teaching Hospital in Zambia. After Penjani
completes his final medical training requirement, he will return to work at DGMH—
but this time as a fully certified doctor!

Meal-in-a-bowl - 20 April (see poster, below)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
17 ROYAL ROAD SOUTH

“MEAL – IN – A – BOWL” SUPPER
WEDNESDAY: APRIL 20, 2022
Meat, Potatoes & Veggie’s all in a bowl of
THICK HOMEMADE SOUP
Served With

Homemade Breads, Biscuits,
SOUPS:
HAMBURGER CABBAGE
or
TOMATO BEAN

DESSERTS:
BLACK FOREST CAKE
or
STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE

$10.00 AT THE DOOR
TAKE OUT or DELIVERY ONLY
PICK UP FROM 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
TO PLACE YOUR ORDER

PLEASE PHONE LISA SNEESBY (204) 385-2847
PLEASE ORDER BY APRIL 18, 2022

