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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS 

THE FINAL SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
27 February 2022 

 

 

Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time in 

the Church Hall. 

 

Online Services - An abbreviated version of the service is recorded each Sunday, and uploaded to 

YouTube.  If you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each week — or even just occasion-

ally — please let John know.  The link to the weekly service can also be accessed from our congregational 

website, which is at www.firstpcportage.com.  Each service is saved for two weeks, and then deleted. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Exodus 34.27-35 - The shining face of Moses 

- Psalm 99 - “The LORD reigns!” 

- 2 Corinthians 3.7-18 - The shining face of Moses 

- Luke 9.28-43a - The transfiguration of Jesus 
 

The readings for next Sunday will be 

- Deuteronomy 26.1-11 - Offering of first fruits 

- Psalm 91 - “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High …” 

- Romans 10.8b-13 - Believing and confessing 

- Luke 4.1-13 - The temptation of Jesus 

 

The Greeter this month is Winnie Duncan. 
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This Week in First Church: 

- Today, following the service - Annual Meeting 

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 6 March - The First Sunday in Lent 

- Sunday, 13 March - Daylight Saving Time begins 

- Sunday, 20 March - Deadline for submissions for the March Newsletter 

 

Annual Meeting - Our Annual Meeting will be held today, in the sanctuary, immediately following the 

service, without a lunch in between, just as we did last year.  Hopefully, we’ll be able to return to our cus-

tom of having a pot-luck lunch between the service and the meeting  next year! 

 

Annual Report - The Annual Report for 2021 has been sent out by e-mail, and hard copies have been set 

out on the table behind the back pew for those who don’t have e-mail.  Many thanks to everyone who sub-

mitted a written report, to Lisa Sneesby for putting them all together, and to Mardine Garnham for printing 

the hard copies! 

 

The Christian Year - Today is Transfiguration Sunday, the final Sunday of the Season after Epiphany.  

This Sunday highlights the transfiguration of Jesus, an event described in Luke 9.28-36, as well as in the 

parallel passages in Matthew and Mark.  The transfiguration was one of the most extraordinary events in 

the life of Jesus, but it served to show the disciples Peter, James, and John beyond any doubt that Jesus was 

the Son of God.  The voice of God speaking from the cloud reminds us of Jesus’ baptism, at which God 

also spoke from heaven, identifying Jesus as his Son.  Both Jesus’ baptism and his transfiguration were 

“epiphanies”, that is, events in which Jesus’ divinity was manifested, or revealed.  The word “epiphany” 

comes from the Greek word for “manifestation”. 

 The symbolic color for Transfiguration Sunday is white, signifying joy and celebration. 

 

The Christian Year - This Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the first day of the Season of Lent.  Lent is a 

season of preparation for the festival of Easter.  It emphasizes the need to turn away from sin, and renew 

one’s commitment to God. 

 Ash Wednesday gets its name from an ancient ceremony called the “imposition of ashes” which was 

done on the first day of Lent (always a Wednesday).  In this ceremony, the priest would sprinkle ashes on 

the heads of worshipers, or place a smudge of ash on their foreheads, to symbolize their consciousness of 

their mortality, their remorse for their sin, and their desire to repent.  At the same time, he would say, “Re-

member that you are dust, and that to dust you will return”, an adaptation of Genesis 3.19.  Ashes have 

been a symbol of penitence since Old Testament times.  Traditionally, the ashes for Ash Wednesday come 

from burning the dried palm leaves from the previous year’s Palm Sunday celebration.  

 Today, denominations that follow traditional worship customs (such as the Roman Catholic, Anglican, 

and Lutheran churches) continue to have a special service on Ash Wednesday.  During the Reformation, 

however, Reformed and Presbyterian churches abandoned the observance of Ash Wednesday and Lent, 

along with some of the other festivals and observances of the Christian Year.  In some Presbyterian con-

gregations today, though, there is a revival of interest in the Ash Wednesday tradition. 

 The symbolic color for Ash Wednesday, and all of Lent, is purple, symbolizing penitence and prepara-

tion. 

 

Today - Copies of the March-April issue of the devotional guide Today are now available, and have been 

set out on the table behind the back pew.  Feel free to pick one up and take it home for your daily devotion-

al reading. 

 



 

Newsmagazine - A copy of the latest issue of Vocations, the quarterly newsmagazine from Knox College 

in Toronto, has been set out on the table behind the back pew.  Anyone who would like to have a look at it  

is welcome to.  Knox College is one of our church’s three theological colleges; the other two are in Mont-

réal and Vancouver. 

 

Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these 

protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice: 

- Wear a mask.  Those taking part in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking, 

so that they may be more easily understood. 

- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household). 

- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary. 

- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary. 

- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns. 

- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired. 

- Prefer that washrooms not be used. 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour. 

- Refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which 

Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later. 

 

Attendance Limit - The current public health orders limit attendance at our services to 50% of capacity, 

when proof of vaccination is not required — which, in our case, works out to 88 people! 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Binda Devi lives in Karbola, India, with her husband and four kids. A year ago, the 

family was living a comfortable life, relying on the income from her husband’s job as a 

labourer in a cement factory. However, one day, there was an accident that left him un-

able to work. With no income, the family was very worried. Presbyterian World Ser-

vice & Development (PWS&D) partner staff met with the family and, together, 

they came up with a plan for Binda to start a small cosmetics business. With sup-

port from the program, she is now selling cosmetic items from village to village. The 

business is going well, and Binda provides for her family. This livelihood initiative is 

supported by PWS&D. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer Calendars - Copies of the Prayer Calendar for March are ready to be picked up at the back of the 

sanctuary.  Don’t forget your copy! 

 


