Prayers of the People. December 26, 2021. First Presbyterian Church, Portage
Let's
bow
our
heads
and
pray
together:
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, these
divinely given titles only partially describe You, baby of Bethlehem. They cause us
to stop – – and worship You in wonder and adoration. No typical baby, You: You
are a matchless gift from the eternal Kingdom. Wonderful counsellor, we turn to
you amidst the complexities of life, for Your counsel is sure. You know all things –
– the beginning from the end; with You is no darkness at all, no confusion, no
contingencies. We commit our needs, our way, our life to You – – direct us,
Wonderful Counsellor. We turn to You Mighty God, for we are limited. In fact,
everything we need comes from You. Your hand is not shortened, not withered,
Your thoughts are not clouded, Your purposes are never frustrated. Nothing less
than a Mighty God could reach us, save us, keep us, provide for us, raise us up in
the last day, where we will be with the Lord forever.
We turn to You, Everlasting Father, Holy Father, whose care for His children will
never be eclipsed. For some, the picture of a father's care is gravely distorted, but
there is no disappointment with Jesus. He alone can promise: cast all your care
upon me, for I care for you. Not just a few cares, not just for today, but all our
cares
–
–
forever…
Everlasting
Father.
We turn to You, Prince of Peace, as the only one who can bring peace to our
hearts,
our
homes,
our
cities,
our
country,
our
world.
Unregenerate humankind plots against God and His Anointed One. But they’re
hideous rebellion shall utterly fail. Someday – – perhaps today – – the Prince of
Peace will come and make wars to cease: no more hatred, no more fighting, no
more spilling of blood. Then, not only wise men and shepherds will bow and
worship, but the whole world – – every knee - – will bow and acknowledge Him as
the King of Kings, Prince of Peace. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
We exalt in the free confident access You have provided, so that we can come into
Your presence for warm fellowship, for refreshment, for mercy when we’ve failed,
for grace when we’re in need. What a joy to know that we can draw near to You at
any moment, wherever we may be… That we can come boldly to Your throne of
grace, assured of Your glad welcome - – not because we’re worthy or because
we’ve served You but because You’re a God of grace, a God of unmerited,
unlimited favour – – not little dribbles a favour reluctantly measured out, but
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overflowing super abundant favour. We’re so glad that You welcome us just as we
are, simply because Jesus is our risen Savior, and we are alive with His life and
righteous
with
His
righteousness!
Thank You that we can praise and adore You and offer our request in detail with
Thanksgiving... that we can pour out our hearts before You, being honest with You
about
our
feelings
and
our
mistakes
and
our
sins.
Thank You that when we turn to You as our Lord and confess our sins rather than
hiding them or clinging to them, Your forgiveness is immediate and total…that we
never need to fear that You will judge or condemn us.
Thank You that we can "be still" ( cease striving, let go, relax) and know that You
are God… That You are in control… And that we can rest fully depend upon You
and absorb Your strength and joy and peace. To think that You not only permit us
to come before You but You actually desire our fellowship, our worship, our
prayers, and our eternal presence! Your desire is for us. "That You should allow
Your creatures to have fellowship with You is wonderful enough: but that You can
desire it, that it gives You satisfaction and joy and pleasure, is almost too much for
our understanding."
This is the season of giving and forgiving. Lord, we pray You would help us to
forgive anyone who has hurt us. We pray this especially concerning family
members or friends who we feel have betrayed us. Enable us to forgive them so
completely that we don’t hesitate to pray for their greatest blessings. Deliver us
from any bitterness, and help us to live in the freedom of a forgiving heart so that
there is complete reconciliation between us. We don’t want to experience the
terrible consequences of unforgiveness in our lives. We don’t want to hesitate to
pray for the healing or blessings of someone because our hearts are holding on to a
grudge against them. Teach us to pray for those who hurt us, and those we hurt.
Precious and loving Father, so often, our focus at this time of year becomes
materialistic and the birth of the Christ child is lost in the hustle and bustle of the
season yet, Father we have been preparing for the last while for the celebration of
the birth of the Christ child and for The second coming of Christ. What an
opportunity to share the" Good News". We ask for the courage to do so.
Gracious Father, we turn our attention to this congregation thanking You for each
one of them. We pray that You will meet the needs of all of us. Lord we pray for
each one of us in this glorious season that sometimes is not so glorious for
2

individuals. We pray for those that are dealing with health issues, with physical
issues, relationship issues, emotional issues, spiritual issues and monetary issues.
Be
ever
near
them
and
grant
them
peace.
We are especially mindful of those in care facilities, those that are not here. On this
Sunday morning in Your presence we would pray silently for those for which there
are special requests.
( WAIT).
Lord hear our prayers!
Father during this holy and holiday season we ask that You will give journeying
mercies to those that must travel to be with family or for any other reason. We pray
for Your servants throughout the world who will not be able to be home during this
time and be with their families, bless them and keep them safe.
Everlasting God, we would ask for courage and commitment to spread the "Good
News" during this special time of year and throughout the whole year. We confess
that we know what You call us to do in terms of promoting Your Kingdom but so
often
we
fail
to
do
Your
Will.
Compassionate God, in this troubled world we are mindful of those that are
refugees. Help us to remember them in our giving during this gift giving season.
We pray for those that are still seeking sanctuary. We pray that governments will
act on their behalf and provide the safety and security they so sincerely seek.
Father, as we leave this place of worship, help us to encourage each other, to lift
each other up in prayer. Keep us close to You. Give us the courage to show Your
love to all we meet. Go with us now, bless us and make us a blessing. For we ask
these things in the precious name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
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