FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
17 Royal Rd. S., Portage la Prairie, MB. R1N 1T8
Office Phone: 204-857-4351 email firstpc@mymts.net
www.firstpcportage.com
Minister: John Zondag
Home Phone: 204-239-6719 email jzondag@mymts.net
Organist: Margaret McNutt-Reichelt
Clerk of Session: Raymond Reichelt
We acknowledge that we are in Treaty 1 territory, and that the land is the traditional lands of the
Anishinabe and Dakota Nations, and the homeland of the Métis Nation

ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET
THE 24TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
7 November 2021
Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of
the sanctuary. Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time.
Online Services - An abbreviated version of the service is recorded each Sunday, and uploaded to
YouTube. If you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each week — or even just occasionally — please let John know. The link to the weekly service can also be accessed from our congregational
website, which is at www.firstpcportage.com. Look for the tab at the top of the home page.
Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are
- Ruth 3.1-5; 4.13-17 - Ruth and Boaz are married
- Psalm 127 - “Unless the LORD builds the house …”
- Hebrews 9.23-28 - Jesus’ sacrifice of himself
- Mark 12.38-44 - Teachers of the law; a poor widow
The Reader today is Lalaine Buan.
The Greeters this month are Bruce and Lisa Sneesby.
This Week in First Church:
- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom
- Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Finance & Maintenance Committee meeting
- Wednesday, 7:15 p.m. - Worship Committee meeting

Coming Up:
- Sunday, 14 November - Soup Kitchen Sunday
- Sunday, 28 November - Deadline for submissions for the December Newsletter
- Sunday, 28 November - The First Sunday of Advent (!)
Next Sunday, we will have our annual Soup Kitchen Sunday service, in which we highlight and celebrate
the ministry of the Soup Kitchen. Soup Kitchen offering envelopes will be set out on the table at the back
of the sanctuary for anyone who would like to make a donation.
Newsletter - If you have something to contribute to the December issue of the congregational Newsletter,
please get it to Lisa Sneesby (bsneesby@mymts.net) by Sunday, 28 November — three weeks from today.
We hope to have the Newsletter ready for distribution by the following Sunday, 5 December.
Available - The 2021-22 edition of the Gifts of Change catalogue is now available, and copies have been
set out on the table at the back of the sanctuary. Copies can also be picked up during the week from the
stairs just inside the office entrance. The catalogue lists various ministries and projects toward which people can make direct donations, through the national church — such as “Sowing the Seeds of Food Security”
on page 6, “Translate the Bible in Taiwan” on page 11, and “Help a Child Discover Camp” on page 13.
Each project/ministry description indicates what can be done with donations of various amounts. To make
a donation, you can fill out the form on page 3, and mail it, along with your cheque, to Church Offices in
Toronto, using the envelope enclosed. Alternatively, you can make your donation using your credit card,
either by phone or online (details on the back cover).
Available - The November-December issue of the devotional guide Today is now available, and copies are
set out on the table at the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to pick one up, and take it home with you.
Proverb of the Week The LORD detests the sacrifice of the wicked,
but the prayer of the upright pleases him. (Proverbs 15.8)
Prayer Calendars - Copies of the Prayer Calendar for November are ready to be picked up at the back of
the sanctuary. Don’t forget your copy!
Advent Bible Study - This year the study will be "Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas", by Adam Hamilton. The study will likely begin on December 7th. If you are interested in joining us
for this study please contact Margaret Dunn at 204-239-1580 by Monday, November 8th.

Mission Moment
Life-Saving Treatment in Haiti
Haiti is experiencing a food shortage crisis. As a result, many children, like Elisemene Joachim,
suffer from malnutrition. At four years old, Elisemene weighed a mere 8.5 kg (around 19 pounds)
when she was diagnosed with acute malnutrition at a mobile clinic. She was immediately enrolled
in a program where she received life-saving treatment and was regularly monitored for several
months. After 10 months, Elisemene’s health and nutrition status improved, and she was healthy
enough to be discharged from the program. Today, Elisemene is thriving and enjoying a healthy
childhood. This project is supported by Presbyterian World Service & Development and Canadian
Foodgrains Bank.

Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these
protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice:
- Wear a mask. Those participating in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking,
so that they may be more easily understood.
- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household).
- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary.
- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary.
- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns.
- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired.
- Prefer that washrooms not be used.
- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour.
- Refrain from shaking hands, etc.
- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which
Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later.
Attendance Limit - The latest public health orders limit attendance at our services to either 25 people or
33% of capacity, whichever is greater, if not everyone has been double-vaccinated. 33% of the seating capacity of the sanctuary works out to 58 people. Our highest attendance so far this fall has been 20 (in addition to the pianist and the minister), so we’re well within the allowable limit!

