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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
28 November 2021 

 

 

Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time. 

 

Online Services - An abbreviated version of the service is recorded each Sunday, and uploaded to 

YouTube.  If you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each week — or even just occasion-

ally — please let John know.  The link to the weekly service can also be accessed from our congregational 

website, which is at www.firstpcportage.com.  Each service is saved for two weeks, and then deleted. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Jeremiah 33.14-16 - “A righteous Branch from David’s line” 

- Psalm 25.1-14 - “To you, LORD, I lift up my soul” 

- 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13 - “Blameless when our Lord Jesus comes” 

- Luke 21.25-38 - Jesus foretells his second coming 

 

Charlie Clifford is leading the Prayers of the People today. 

 

The Greeters this month are Rob and Cheryl McPherson.  

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 5 December - Hanging-of-the-Greens Service 

- Sunday, 12 December - Communion Sunday 

- Friday, 24 December, 7:00 p.m. - Christmas Eve service 
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Newsletter - If you have something to contribute to the December issue of the congregational Newsletter, 

please get it to Lisa Sneesby (bsneesby@mymts.net) today.  We hope to have the Newsletter ready for dis-

tribution by next Sunday, 5 December. 

 

The Christian Year - We are now in the season of Advent, the first of the six seasons of the Christian 

Year.  Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas, the festival of the birth of Jesus, and always has 

four Sundays. 

 During Advent, we recall how the people of ancient Israel looked forward to the coming of the Messiah, 

a special king whom God would send to Israel, as foretold by the Old Testament prophets.  This promise 

was eventually fulfilled in the birth of Jesus.  At the same time, we look forward to the promised Second 

Coming of Jesus, foretold by the writers of the New Testament, and by Jesus himself. 

 Advent is a season of hope and anticipation, as we look forward to the day when God will complete his 

work of salvation — of saving humanity and the whole creation from the power of evil and sin.  It is there-

fore also a season of penitence, as we look at the sin in our own lives, and try to change our ways in order 

to conform more closely to God’s ways. 

 The traditional symbolic color for Advent is purple, which signifies preparation and penitence.  Purple 

is also the color for Lent, the season of preparation leading up to Easter.  Some churches today use the col-

or blue for Advent, de-emphasizing the mood of penitence, and emphasizing the mood of anticipation and 

hope. 

 

Advent Candles - We are looking for a few people to light the Advent candles each Sunday, and the Christ 

Candle on Christmas Eve.  Because of pandemic protocols, we don’t like to have more than one person in 

the lectern in any one service, so we need the candle lighter and the scripture reader for the day to be the 

same person (or members of the same household).  If you would like to take a turn, please speak to John. 

 

WICM - Winnipeg Inner City Missions, a Presbyterian Church mission in the “north end” of Winnipeg, is 

appealing for donations for its annual Christmas Hamper program.  Although WICM is also accepting 

donations of homemade baking and basic new household items, donations of money are probably the most 

convenient way for us in Portage la Prairie to contribute.  Cheques payable to Winnipeg Inner City Mis-

sions can be mailed to WICM at 415 Logan Av., Winnipeg, Man.  R3A 0A4.  Donations can also be made 

online, through WICM’s website at www.wicm.ca.  You can check the website as well for information on 

WICM’s programs. 

 

Vacuuming the Sanctuary - If you would like to take a turn vacuuming the sanctuary from time to time, 

please sign up on the sheet that’s on the music stand at the back.  Since we keep the sanctuary cool during 

the week, the easiest time to do the vacuuming is on Sundays, either before or after the service.  Since we 

can’t afford to pay a janitor, we depend on volunteers to keep the sanctuary clean. 

 

Proverb of the Week - 

Anger is cruel, and fury overwhelming, 

but who can stand before jealousy?  (Proverbs 27.4) 
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Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these 

protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice: 

- Wear a mask.  Those participating in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking, 

so that they may be more easily understood. 

- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household). 

- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary. 

- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary. 

- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns. 

- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired. 

- Prefer that washrooms not be used. 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour. 

- Refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which 

Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later. 

 

Attendance Limit - The latest public health orders (effective 13 November) limit attendance at our ser-

vices to 25 people, period.  Our highest attendance so far this fall has been 22 (including the pianist and the 

minister), but our average attendances have been lower than that, so we’re all right for now. 

 

Bible Study - in January will be based on "The Difficult Words of Jesus", by Amy-Jill Levine.  In this 

book the author shows "... how these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who first heard 

them, how they have been understood over time and how we might interpret them in the context of the 

Gospel of love and reconciliation....".  This six-week study will be by Zoom and will begin on Tuesday, 

January 11th, 2022 (yes, 2022!).  If you are interested please contact Margaret Dunn. 

 

 

 


