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31 October 2021

Welcome! We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of
the sanctuary. Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time.
Online Services - An abbreviated version of the service is recorded each Sunday, and uploaded to
YouTube. If you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each week — or even just occasionally — please let John know.
Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are
- Isaiah 1.10-20 - “Stop doing wrong”
- Psalm 78.1-16 - “My people, hear my teaching”
- Acts 15.1-21 - The council at Jerusalem
The Reader today is Philip Dunn.
The Greeter this month is Marg Clark.
This Week in First Church:
- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom
Coming Up:
- Sunday, 7 November - Remembrance Sunday
- Sunday, 7 November - Daylight Saving Time ends
- Sunday, 14 November - Soup Kitchen Sunday

The Christian Year - Today, the 31st of October, is Reformation Day. On this day in 1517, a professor
of theology named Martin Luther posted his so-called “95 Theses” on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, inviting people to an academic debate on the church’s teaching and practices around repentance and penance. That event sparked an upheaval in the church — a period of debate, reform, and
violent conflict that lasted for more than 125 years. When the leaders of the church failed to silence Luther,
many others (including John Calvin) were emboldened to agitate for reform as well. However, the Reformers didn’t all agree with each other, and, as a result, the reform movement became fragmented, and
was only partially successful. That period (1517-1648) came to be known as the Reformation. A number
of Protestant churches (including the Presbyterian Church) came into existence during that time.
Reformation Day is not only an occasion to remember the accomplishments of the Reformers, but also
to recognize that the church always needs reforming in order to stay true to God’s purpose for it.
The symbolic color for Reformation Day is red, in recognition of the many people who died in the violence of the Reformation.
Happy 410th! One of the products of the Reformation was the King James Version of the Bible. It was
published in 1611, which means that it has now been with us for 410 years! The KJV was not the first English translation of the Bible to be made, but it quickly became the standard translation for the Englishspeaking world, and remained so for more than 300 years, well into the 20th century. In recent decades, it
has been supplanted by modern English versions, which not only are written in modern, easier-tounderstand English, but also are translated from ancient manuscripts that were discovered long after the
KJV had been published — manuscripts that are older than the ones that the translators of the KJV had access to.
Available - The November-December issue of the devotional guide Today is now available, and copies are
set out on the table at the back of the sanctuary. Feel free to pick one up, and take it home with you.
Proverb of the Week The simple believe anything,
but the prudent give thought to their steps. (Proverbs 14.15)
Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these
protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice:
- Wear a mask. Those participating in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking,
so that they may be more easily understood.
- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household).
- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary.
- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary.
- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns.
- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired.
- Prefer that washrooms not be used.
- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour.
- Refrain from shaking hands, etc.
- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which
Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later.

Attendance Limit - The latest public health orders limit attendance at our services to either 25 people or
33% of capacity, whichever is greater, if not everyone has been double-vaccinated. 33% of the seating capacity of the sanctuary works out to 58 people. Our highest attendance so far this fall has been 20 (in addition to the pianist and the minister), so we’re well within the allowable limit!
Prayer Calendars - Copies of the Prayer Calendar for November are ready to be picked up at the back of
the sanctuary. Don’t forget your copy!

Mission Moment
Relief Through Food Assistance
Mohammad and his family had to leave their home behind when COVID-19 made finding work
difficult in their community in Afghanistan. Unfortunately, Mohammad and his father were seriously injured by a bomb blast on the journey. Mohammad’s right knee now causes him a lot of
pain. Mohammad still worked hard to provide for his family through the harsh winter, but it was
far from enough. Things improved when the family was selected to take part in a food assistance
project. Five monthly cash distributions were made to 1,100 vulnerable households—allowing
families to purchase much-needed food and essential items. “This assistance has brought relief in
my life,” said Mohammad. This project is implemented by Community World Service Asia, a
partner of Presbyterian World Service & Development.

