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Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time. 

 

Online Services - An abbreviated version of the service is recorded each Sunday, and uploaded to 

YouTube.  If you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each week — or even just occasion-

ally — please let John know. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Job 38.1-7, 34-41 - God speaks to Job 

- Psalm 104.1-9, 24 - “Praise the LORD, my soul!” 

- Hebrews 5.1-10 - Jesus: A high priest 

- Mark 10.32-45 - “Not to be served, but to serve” 

 

The Greeter this month is Marg Clark. 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 31 October - Reformation Day 

- Sunday, 14 November - Soup Kitchen Sunday 
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Food Bank Offering - Approximately 40 items of non-perishable food for the Salvation Army Food Bank 

were donated in our Harvest Sunday service last weekend.  Many thanks to everyone who contributed to 

this special offering! 

 

Endowment Fund Sunday - Today we highlight our congregation’s Endowment Fund, our long-term sav-

ings fund.  Its purpose is to be a source of investment income for the congregation, ideally to provide fund-

ing for special projects and new initiatives beyond our everyday operating expenses.  For example, in 2020, 

we withdrew $500 to cover our share of the fee for the New Beginnings program.  However, the constitu-

tion of the Endowment Fund also allows for money to be withdrawn to help cover the minister’s housing 

allowance; although that can not be done indefinitely without eventually depleting the Fund!  This was 

originally intended to be a temporary measure. 

 Contributions, donations, or gifts can be made in the following ways: Memorial Gifts (in memory of a 

deceased person), Honor Gifts (in honor of a living person or a special occasion), Bequests, Publicly 

Traded Securities, Gift Annuities, Life Insurance, or Envelope Offerings (using your weekly offering 

envelope). 

 As of the end of September, donations to the Endowment Fund this year totaled $75, consisting of $5 in 

Memorial Gifts and $70 in Envelope Offerings; no Honor Gifts have been received so far this year.  So far 

this year, nothing has had to be withdrawn from the Fund to help cover the minister’s housing allowance, 

thanks to the pandemic-related grants from the federal and provincial governments.  Updates on the En-

dowment Fund are reported in each issue of the congregational newsletter.  Many thanks to those who have 

contributed to the Endowment Fund in the past year! 

 The Endowment Fund is overseen by the Endowment Committee, which consists of Mardine Garnham, 

Keith Kelly, Shauna-Lei Leslie (treasurer), Margaret McNutt-Reichelt (secretary), Margo Nichol, and Lisa 

Sneesby (convener). 

 

Change of Plans - Unforeseen circumstances have forced John to change his plans for a week’s vacation 

this week, so he will be in the church office during the week.  However, we are still planning to have Ruth 

Magnuson from Winnipeg Inner City Ministries as our guest preacher next Sunday (the 24th).  John will 

lead the rest of the service. 

 

Attention, Knitters - A generous donation of yarn has been given to the Soup Kitchen.  The coordinators 

would like this to be made into tuques and mitts for men, women, and children that can be put into their 

Christmas goodie bags (given at the end of December dinner).  If you can help, please make contact with 

Debbi at 204-871-1231. 

 

Newsmagazine - A copy of the latest issue of Vocations, the quarterly newsmagazine of Knox College in 

Toronto, came in the mail this week, and is set out on a table at the back of the sanctuary for anyone who’d 

like to have a look at it.  Knox College is one of our church’s three theological colleges. 

 

Proverb of the Week -  

Better a little with the fear of the LORD 

than great wealth with turmoil.  (Proverbs 15.16) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these 

protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice: 

- Wear a mask.  Those participating in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking,  

so that they may be more easily understood. 

- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household). 

- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary. 

- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary. 

- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns. 

- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired. 

- Prefer that washrooms not be used. 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour. 

- Refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which 

Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later. 

 

Attendance Limit - The latest public health orders limit attendance at our services to either 25 people or 

33% of capacity, whichever is greater, if not everyone has been double-vaccinated.  33% of the seating ca-

pacity of the sanctuary works out to 58 people, so we’re well within the allowable limit!  Last Sunday, our 

attendance was 20 (in addition to the pianist and the minister), which was the highest attendance we’ve had 

since we resumed in-person services at the beginning of September. 

 

 

 

Fall Supper 
We are sorry to have to announce that the Fall Supper will not be held this year.  We are cancel-

ing it as we do not have enough workers. If anyone has any questions or concerns – please con-

tact me – 204-385-2847 

Thanks 

Lisa S.   
 

 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Keeping Hope Alive 

For Palestinians, the olive tree is a symbol of their nationality and connection to the land. Cultivat-

ed for thousands of years, it is a major source of income for many Palestinian households. Between 

1967 and 2009, over 830,000 olive trees were uprooted to build settlements and roads. In 2002, the 

Joint Advocacy Initiative launched the Olive Tree Campaign (OTC), inviting partners to sponsor 

olive trees as a sign of solidarity with Palestinian farmers. The OTC has supported 15,000 house-

holds with 200,000 olive trees, allowing them to maintain their lands, earn an income and keep 

their hope alive. The PCC has been supporting this life-giving project since 2018. In celebration of 

the campaign’s 20th anniversary, organizers hope to plant 40,000 olive trees in 2022, and they still 

need sponsors for 15,000 trees to reach the goal. 
 

 

 


