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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE 18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
26 September 2021 

 

 

Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time.   

 

Online Services - An abbreviated version of the service is recorded each Sunday, and uploaded to 

YouTube.  If you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each week, please let John know. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Esther 7.1-6, 9–10; 9.20-22 - The death of Haman 

- Psalm 124 - “If the LORD had not been on our side …” 

- James 5.13-20 - Prayer and anointing 

- Mark 9.38-50 - A “freelance” exorcist; various sayings 
 

The readings for next Sunday will be 

- Job 1.1;  2.1-10 - Job’s faithfulness in spite of misfortune 

- Psalm 26 - “Vindicate me, LORD” 

- Hebrews 1.1-4;  2.5-12 - “Made perfect through suffering” 

- Mark 10.2-16 - Divorce; children 

 

Raymond Reichelt will preach the sermon today, and Charlie Clifford will lead the Prayers of the People.  

We thank them for taking part in leading today’s service! 

 

The Greeters this month are Rob and Cheryl McPherson. 
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This Week in First Church: 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 3 October - Communion Sunday 

- Sunday, 10 October - Harvest (Thanksgiving) Sunday 

 

Communion - Next Sunday’s service will be a Communion service, the first Communion we will have 

celebrated since December of 2019.  Rather than passing the bread and juice trays through the congrega-

tion, however, we will invite people to come forward, separately or in family groups, to receive the bread 

and juice at the Communion Table.  The bread and juice may then either be consumed right there, or be 

taken back to one’s seat.  Those who feel uncomfortable receiving Communion in this way should feel free 

not to partake. 

 

Pamphlets - The Presbyterians Sharing pamphlets that we had hoped to have on hand last Sunday arrived 

during the week, and have been set out on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  It illustrates the various 

ministries and missions of our national church that our givings to Presbyterians Sharing support.  Do pick 

one up and take it home with you! 

 

Newsletter - The September issue of the congregational Newsletter has been sent out by e-mail, and hard 

copies are being mailed out to everyone who does not have an e-mail address.  Many thanks to Lisa Snees-

by for putting the Newsletter together, to Mardine Garnham for printing and mailing the hard copies, and to 

everyone who contributed “news”! 

 

From the N.I.R.S. Museum - The National Indigenous Residential School Museum here in Portage la 

Prairie (at 5000 Crescent Rd. W.) is planning an event to mark the National Day of Truth and Reconcilia-

tion (a.k.a. “Orange Shirt Day”) this Thursday, the 30th.  They are requesting donations to help cover the 

cost of the event.  If you would like to make a donation, please send a cheque, payable to the Museum, to 

212-5000 Crescent Rd. W., Portage la Prairie  R1N 4B1. 

 

Attention, Knitters - A generous donation of yarn has been given to the Soup Kitchen.  The coordinators 

would like this to be made into tuques and mitts for men, women, and children that can be put into their 

Christmas goodie bags (given at the end of December dinner).  If you can help, please make contact with 

Debbi at 204-871-1231. 

 

Newspaper - Copies of the Fall 2021 issue of Presbyterian Connection, our national church’s newspaper, 

arrived this past week, and have been set out on the table at the back of the sanctuary.  Feel free to take one 

home with you. 

 

Thanksgiving - On Harvest (Thanksgiving) Sunday (10 October), we will again be receiving a special of-

fering of non-perishable food for the local Food Bank, as we have done the past couple of years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these 

protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice: 

- Wear a mask.  Those participating in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking, 

so that they may be more easily understood. 

- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household). 

- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary. 

- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary. 

- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns. 

- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired. 

- Prefer that washrooms not be used. 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour. 

- Refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which 

Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Sharing Hope Through Presbyterians Sharing 

When we give to Presbyterians Sharing, we participate in God’s mission together, ex-

pressing our faith through our actions and decisions. Together, we build strong congre-

gations, serve vulnerable people, walk with Indigenous people, seek justice and share 

Christ’s love around the world. We are there when a prisoner in Malawi discovers 

Christ’s love through Bible study, and when a congregation adapts to meet community 

needs in new ways. We are there when a child receives a healthy snack and after-

school support from an inner-city ministry, and when theological students in Canada, 

Malawi, Nigeria, Ghana and Beirut graduate, ready to shine Christ’s light. On Presby-

terians Sharing Sunday, we celebrate the mission and ministry we share together, as we 

proclaim God’s love, hope, faith and grace in the world God loves. When we put our 

gifts in God’s hands, God does remarkable things! 
 

 

 

 


