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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE 17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

PRESBYTERIANS SHARING SUNDAY 
 

19 September 2021 
 

 

Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time.   

 

Online Services - For the time being, John continues to record an abbreviated service each Sunday, and 

upload it to YouTube.  However, the link to the recording is now sent out only to those who request it.  If 

you would like to receive the link to the recorded service each Sunday, please let John know. 

 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Exodus 4.10-17 - “I have never been eloquent” 

- Psalm 104 - “Praise the LORD, my soul!” 

- 1 Corinthians 12.27-31a - Gifts of the Spirit 
 

The readings for next Sunday will be 

- Esther 7.1-6, 9–10; 9.20-22 - The death of Haman 

- Psalm 124 - “If the LORD had not been on our side …” 

- James 5.13-20 - Prayer and anointing 

- Mark 9.38-50 - A “freelance” exorcist; various sayings 

 

The Reader today is Terry Rempel. 

 

 

The Greeters this month are Rob and Cheryl McPherson. 

 

 

mailto:firstpc@mymts.net
http://www.firstpcportage.com/
mailto:jzondag@mymts.net


 

 

 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Today - Deadline for submissions for the October Newsletter 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 3 October - Communion Sunday 

 

Today - Today is Presbyterians Sharing Sunday, the day on which we highlight and celebrate the work of 

our national church.  Presbyterians Sharing is a fund to which all Presbyterian congregations across the 

country contribute, and which provides funding for things such as mission work in Canada and overseas, 

our three theological colleges, the work of the General Assembly and its committees, the agencies and staff 

of the national church, and funding for special projects and initiatives.  At our Annual Meeting in April, we 

made a commitment to contribute $3,200 to Presbyterians Sharing this year; and, as of the end of August, 

actual givings totaled $1,305, which is 40.8% of our goal.  Thanks to everyone who has contributed to 

Presbyterians Sharing so far! 

Today’s service uses worship material (including a sermon) provided by the national church for this occa-

sion.  Unfortunately, the writer is not identified. 

 

Newsletter - If you have a submission for the October issue of the Newsletter, please get it to Lisa Sneesby 

(bsneesby@mymts.net) today.  We aim to have the Newsletter ready for distribution next Sunday, the 26th.  

 

From the N.I.R.S. Museum - The National Indigenous Residential School Museum here in Portage la 

Prairie (at 5000 Crescent Rd. W.) is planning an event to mark the National Day of Truth and Reconcilia-

tion (a.k.a. “Orange Shirt Day”) on Thursday, 30 September.  They are requesting donations to help cover 

the cost of the event.  If you would like to make a donation, please send a cheque, payable to the Museum, 

to 212-5000 Crescent Rd. W., Portage la Prairie  R1N 4B1. 

 

Communion - After not having celebrated Communion since December of 2019, the Session has decided 

to hold a Communion service on Sunday, 3 October, that follows safety guidelines set out by our national 

church.  Watch for details in next Sunday’s Announcements Sheet. 

 

Thank You - We thank Keith Kelly and Bruce Sneesby for replacing a burned-out light bulb in one of our 

sanctuary lights recently.  As our incandescent bulbs burn out, we are replacing them with LED bulbs, 

which use less electricity and (hopefully, at least) last longer than incandescent bulbs. 

 

Proverb of the Week -  

A generous person will prosper; 

 whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.  (Proverbs 11.25) 
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Mission Moment 
The Difference Food Security Makes 

In Haiti, global climate change has left many farmers struggling to support their fami-

lies. For people in Haiti who make their living from the earth, recent unpredictable 

weather has had devastating consequences. Presbyterian World Service & Develop-

ment is responding through an agroforestry program that helps farmers by providing 

seeds for black bean, pigeon pea and corn crops—seeds that are more resilient. Farm-

ers learn sustainable field management and band together in savings groups to make 

their earnings go even further. Elimène Joseph, an entrepreneur and mother of four, 

shared her experience: “Before becoming a member, I struggled to make ends meet. 

The program is showing me how to pool my resources together with other farmers. In 

truth, I do not have enough words to express everything the organization has done for 

me.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Protocols - In order to protect each other from transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these 

protocols in our Sunday services, until further notice: 

- Wear a mask.  Those participating in leading the service may remove their masks when they are speaking, 

so that they may be more easily understood. 

- Maintain physical distance (2 meters) from others (except members of your own household). 

- Use hand sanitizer when entering the sanctuary. 

- An offering plate has been set out at the back of the sanctuary. 

- Remain seated throughout the service, including for the hymns. 

- Bring your own cushion and/or Bible each week, if desired. 

- Prefer that washrooms not be used. 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour. 

- Refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which 

Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later. 

 


