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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Jesus said, “All this I have spoken while still with you.
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things,
and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
Let us worship God.

(John 14.25-26)

HYMN: On this assembled host …
PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION:
God of power and love:
We venture into your presence today to celebrate your coming among us in the person of the
Holy Spirit. As he enables us to hear what you say to us, he enables us also to speak to you
as we should. As we worship you this morning, then, may the Spirit enable both our hearing
and our speaking, so that our relationship with you may be strengthened, and so that we may
be both guided and empowered to serve you ever more faithfully, as individuals, as families,
and as a congregation.
We confess, however, that we so often cut off communication between you and ourselves, being
preoccupied with our own desires, concerns, and aspirations. As a result, we often lack the
strength we need to face life’s challenges, and lack the motivation we need to live in your
ways.
Forgive us, gracious God. Help us to open ourselves once more to the Spirit’s power and influence, so that we may make ever-greater progress in living as the daughters and sons of yours
that you want us to be.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior; and we pray together, now, as he taught us:
THE LORD’S PRAYER

(Matthew 6.9-13, KJV)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS:
Hear this good news from the scriptures:
God has saved us, and called us to a holy life,
not because of anything we have done,
but because of his own purpose and grace,
which has been revealed through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
So, if we have confessed our sin to God sincerely,
let us be assured that God will forgive us.

(2 Timothy 1.9-10a)
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SCRIPTURE READINGS:
- First Reading: Joel 2.27-32 - “I will pour out my Spirit”
The book of Joel predicts a devastating plague of locusts. He calls on the people of Israel to
fast and pray, after which God promises to take the locusts away, and to restore Israel’s
prosperity.
Then we come to today’s reading, in which God promises to “pour out” the Holy Spirit on all
people.
The Book of Acts interprets this text as a prediction of the giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
- Psalm: Psalm 104.24-35 - “How many are your works, LORD!”
Psalm 104 as a whole is a psalm of praise to God as Creator of the universe, and of all living
things.
This part of the Psalm speaks in particular about how God cares for his creatures. It is traditionally read on Pentecost, because of its reference to the Holy Spirit, where it says,
When you send out your Spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth.
- New Testament Reading: Acts 2.1-13, 42-47 - The disciples receive the Holy Spirit
This is the story of God’s giving the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ disciples and followers, during a
Jewish festival called Pentecost.
The second part of the reading serves as a kind of “snapshot” of the Christian community in
its earliest days.
SERMON [by Charlie Clifford - See separate document]
HYMN: Holy Spirit, truth divine …
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE [by Charlie Clifford - See separate document]
OFFERING
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION:
God of grace:
We thank you that you have saved us and called us to a holy life through the redeeming work
of Jesus. We thank you also that you guide and empower us to live holy lives through the
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. We thank you as well for providing for our needs, and
for upholding us in times of difficulty.
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In gratitude, we re-commit ourselves to being your children and your servants; and we present
our offerings to you to support the work we do together, both as a congregation of your
church and as part of your entire world-wide church. Guide us in doing that work, we pray,
and bless and prosper what we do.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.
HYMN: Breathe on me, Breath of God
COMMISSIONING AND BLESSING:
Sisters and brothers in Christ:
Go into the week ahead, now,
in peace,
and in the strength of the Holy Spirit,
to return to your daily work of serving God
as his people and representatives in the world.
And may God bless you:
May he guide and equip you through the work of the Spirit,
and may he give you his strength and peace;
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
CHORAL AMEN

