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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

 

PENTECOST 

THE 8TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
23 May 2021 

 

 

Online - We are holding our Sunday services by Zoom, live, at our regular time of 10:30, at least for today, 

yet, and possibly for the next few weeks as well.  Each week’s service is recorded and then uploaded to 

YouTube, for the benefit of those who are unable to join us in real time.  Each service is now being saved 

for two Sundays, at which time it is deleted from the YouTube channel.  The link to the Zoom meeting is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84737316742?pwd=ZjZWYTgyTzBWR2RkZ1BOUy9nVlVuUT09; it is the 

same every week.  After the service, the link to the recording on YouTube will be e-mailed out, along with 

a copy of the service script; that link is different every week.  In addition, hard copies of the script can be 

printed and mailed out to anyone who would like them.  If you would like to receive them, just call John at 

the church office.  

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Joel 2.27-32 - “I will pour out my Spirit” 

- Psalm 104.24-35 - “How many are your works, LORD!” 

- Acts 2.1-13, 42-47 - The disciples receive the Holy Spirit 
 

The readings for next Sunday will be 

- Isaiah 6.1-8 - God calls Isaiah to be a prophet 

- Psalm 29 - “Ascribe to the LORD, you heavenly beings …” 

- Romans 8.12-17 - Led by the Spirit 

- John 3.1-17 - “Born again / born from above” 

 

The Reader today is Lisa Sneesby. 
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Charlie Clifford, one of our lay preachers, is preaching the sermon today, and is also leading the Prayers 

of the People.  We thank him for assisting in leading today’s service! 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

- Thursday, 7:00 p.m. - Session meeting, by Zoom 

 

Newsletter - The May/June issue of the congregational Newsletter has been sent out by e-mail, and hard 

copies will be mailed out this week to those who don’t have e-mail.  Many thanks to Lisa Sneesby for put-

ting the Newsletter together, and to Mardine Garnham for printing and mailing the hard copies! 

 

The Christian Year - Today, Pentecost, is the fourth of the four main festivals of the Christian Year (the 

others being Christmas, Epiphany, and Easter).  Pentecost was originally a Jewish festival, also called the 

“Festival of Weeks”, in which people offered to God the “first fruits” of their wheat harvest.  “Pentecost” is 

actually a Greek word meaning “fiftieth”, since the Festival of Weeks was held on the fiftieth day after 

Passover.  It was a festival for which all Jewish men were expected to travel to the temple in Jerusalem. 

 Pentecost is significant for Christians because it was on the Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrection that 

the Holy Spirit was given to Jesus’ followers, as described in Acts 2.1-41.  For us, then, Pentecost is the 

festival of the giving of the Holy Spirit; a commemoration of the day when the followers of Jesus were 

equipped to carry on his ministry, and when the church came of age.  This was the first time that the Holy 

Spirit had been given to the entire community of God’s people, rather than just to select individuals. 

 In the Christian calendar, Pentecost is the 50th and final day of the Easter season.  The symbolic color 

for Pentecost is red, signifying the “tongues of fire” which appeared to the followers of Jesus when the Ho-

ly Spirit came upon them (Acts 2.3). 

 

Today - Copies of the May-June issue of the devotional guide Today have been set out on the steps just in-

side the office entrance, and copies can be picked up anytime during regular office hours.  Copies of the 

Prayer Calendar for May can be picked up from the same spot. 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Worship Resources to Do God’s Work 

This year, Pentecost and Healing and Reconciliation Sunday fall on the same day, 

making it a day not only for celebration, but also for solemn reflection and prayer for 

the Indigenous children who attended residential schools and the people who are living 

with its legacy. Resources to help worship leaders develop services to mark the 

church’s birthday and honour its commitment to reconciliation are available on the 

PCC website at presbyterian.ca/worship. Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing have helped 

build this comprehensive library of worship resources, providing congregations with 

free materials (seasonal, intergenerational, ecumenical, etc.) to do God’s work 

throughout the year. 
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