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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

ASCENSION SUNDAY 

THE 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
16 May 2021 

 

 

Online - We are holding our Sunday services by Zoom, live, at our regular time of 10:30, today and for at 

least one more week.  Each week’s service is recorded and then uploaded to YouTube, for the benefit of 

those who are unable to join us in real time.  As usual, each service is available until the following Sunday, 

at which time it is deleted from the YouTube channel.  The link to the Zoom meeting is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84737316742?pwd=ZjZWYTgyTzBWR2RkZ1BOUy9nVlVuUT09; it is the 

same every week.  After the service, the link to the recording on YouTube will be e-mailed out, along with 

a copy of the service script; that link is different every week.  In addition, hard copies of the script can be 

printed and mailed out to anyone who would like them.  If you would like to receive them, just call John at 

the church office.  

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Acts 1.1-14 - The ascension of Jesus 

- Psalm 47 - “Clap your hands, all you nations!” 

- Ephesians 1.15-23 - Seated at the right hand of God 

- Luke 24.44-53 - The ascension of Jesus 

 

The Reader today is Gwen Henwood. 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Today - Deadline for submissions for the June newsletter 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

- Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. - Presbytery meeting, by Zoom 
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Newsletter - If you have something to contribute to the June issue of our congregational Newsletter, 

please send it to Lisa Sneesby (bsneesby@mymts.net) today.  We plan to have the Newsletter ready for dis-

tribution next Sunday. 

 

Next Sunday - Charlie Clifford will be preaching the sermon and leading the Prayers of the People next 

Sunday.  John will lead the rest of the service. 

 

The Christian Year - This past Thursday was Ascension Day, the festival commemorating Jesus’ return 

or “ascension” to heaven, and his enthronement there.  Acts 1.1-11 gives us the most detailed account of 

Jesus’ ascension, but it is mentioned also in many other places in the New Testament, often very briefly, 

such as in today’s reading from the Letters (Ephesians 1.15-23). 

 According to the first chapter of Acts, the ascension took place forty days after Jesus’ resurrection.  For 

this reason, the fortieth day of the Easter Season — the Thursday after the 6th Sunday of Easter — is des-

ignated “Ascension Day”.  Since it occurs on a weekday, it can be celebrated on either the Sunday before or 

after, which is thus designated “Ascension Sunday”. 

 The ascension reminds us that the story of Jesus is not over — that he still is alive today, and that he will 

come back from heaven at the time of God’s choosing.  The ascension also reminds us that Jesus is physi-

cally absent from the world for the time being; and that in his absence, the Holy Spirit has been given to his 

followers to take his place.  According to the book of Acts, the giving of the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ disciples 

took place at Pentecost, ten days after Jesus’ ascension. 

 The symbolic color for Ascension Day is white, signifying joy and celebration. 

 

Wear Something Red - Next Sunday is Pentecost, the festival celebrating the giving of the Holy Spirit, 

which is narrated in Acts 2.1-13 (41).  To make the occasion a bit more special, you are invited to wear 

something red for our service that day — the traditional color for Pentecost (symbolizing the “tongues of 

fire” that appeared to Jesus’ disciples). 

 

Thank You - Many thanks to Rob McPherson for raking leaves and picking up litter around the church this 

past week! 

 

Today - Copies of the May-June issue of the devotional guide Today are now available.  They are set out on 

the steps just inside the office entrance, and copies can be picked up anytime during regular office hours.  

Copies of the Prayer Calendar for May can be picked up from the same spot. 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Transform Online Course 

Last fall, ministry leaders from across Canada came together for The Presbyterian 

Church in Canada’s Transform online course. Over four weeks, Rick Morse—co-

creator of the New Beginnings church renewal program and author of Making a Con-

gregational Plan that Makes Sense—challenged leaders to imagine what it means to 

faithfully respond to God’s mission and engage others to be missional. The course, 

which was made possible through gifts to Presbyterians Sharing, equipped leaders 

with the transformative tools, principles and insights necessary to discern God’s call 

for their ministries’ futures and create plans for moving forward. 
 

 

 

mailto:bsneesby@mymts.net


 

 

 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT, April 2021 
 

     Apr. 1-30/21    Year-to-Date 

FINANCES:   

 INCOME  RECEIVED:    6,225.94   33,913.55 

 EXPENSES PAID:     7,606.51   29,890.45 

 SURPLUS (DEFICIT):   (1,380.57)     4,023.10 
 

Included in the above Y-T-D income is 10,000.00 from the Manitoba Bridge Grant and 6,822.23 from 

the Canada Employment Wage Subsidy (CEWS) 

 

PRESBYTERIANS SHARING – Total Allocation for year is $3,200.00: 
 

 DONATIONS RECEIVED:       210.00       675.00 
 

 

FUNDRAISING: 

  INCOME:            0.00           0.00 

  EXPENSES:        300.00       300.00 

  SURPLUS:      (300.00)      (300.00) 
 

A summary of the surplus from the following events  (the amounts are included in the above year-to-

date fundraising information): 

   Spring Dinner   

   Fall Supper   

   Catering   

   Meal In A Bowl  

   Presby. Pie Sale  

Thank you for your continued support to the success of these events. 
 
 

 

 

 


