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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE 5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

21 March 2021 
 

Welcome!  We extend a warm welcome to our guests, and invite you to sign the guest book at the back of 

the sanctuary.  Unfortunately, however, we are not yet able to resume our after-service fellowship time.   

 

John will continue recording an abbreviated version of the service each week and uploading it to YouTube, 

for those who don’t yet feel comfortable attending services in person.  He will continue sending out the 

YouTube link by e-mail each Sunday, along with the service script.  Also, hard copies of the script can be 

printed and mailed out.  If you would like to receive them, just call John at the church office. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Jeremiah 31.31-34 - A new covenant 

- Psalm 51 - “Have mercy on me, God” 

- Hebrews 5.5-10 - Jesus, High Priest 

- John 12.20-36 - “The hour has come …” 
 

The readings for next Sunday will be 

- Mark 11.1-11 - Jesus arrives in Jerusalem 

- Psalm 118 - “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good!” 

- Mark 14.12-26 - The Passover meal 

- Mark 14.32-52 - Jesus in Gethsemane 

- Mark 14.53-65 - A hasty trial 

 

The reader today is Raymond Reichelt. 

 

The Greeter this month is Shauna-Lei Leslie. 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 
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Coming Up: 

- Friday, 2 April, 10:30 a.m. - Good Friday service 

- Sunday, 18 April - Annual Meeting (re-rescheduled - see below) 

 

Protocols - In order to comply with government-imposed restrictions, and to protect each other from 

transmission of the COVID-19 virus, please follow these protocols in our Sunday services, until further no-

tice: 

- Use the South entrance to enter, and the Office entrance (at the front of the sanctuary) to leave 

- Wear a mask when entering and leaving the church, and while singing.  Masks may be removed when 

seated, if you’re sitting with people you live with. 

- Maintain physical distance from others (except your own household) 

- Do not sit right at the aisle 

- If possible, sit in the same spot each week 

- Pick up a purple card from the table at the back, and, when you leave, use it to mark the spot where you 

sat, so that those sanitizing the pews after the service know which pews need to be sanitized. 

- Offering plate is at the back as you come in 

- Remain seated throughout the service, including for hymns 

- Each week, bring your own cushion and/or Bible if desired 

- Prefer that washrooms not be used 

- There will be no coffee/fellowship hour 

- Refrain from shaking hands, etc. 

- The names of attenders will be recorded each Sunday, so that we have a record of who attended on which 

Sunday, in case contract tracing should need to be done later. 

 

Cleaning - There are sign-up sheets for sanitizing the sanctuary and for vacuuming the sanctuary on the 

music stand at the back of the sanctuary.  If you’re able to take a turn looking after one of these tasks in the 

coming weeks, please sign up. 

 

Communion - The Session has decided, for the time being, to reverse the decision it made at its February 

meeting about resuming Communion services.  Therefore, today’s service is not a Communion service, and 

there will not be an evening service on Maundy Thursday (1 April) at all.  Our next regular Communion 

service is scheduled for Sunday, 6 June, if conditions permit. 

 

Rescheduled - Our Annual Meeting has been postponed to Sunday, 18 April, in the hope that conditions 

will have improved enough by then that we will be able to meet in person.  Electronic copies of the Annual 

Report were sent out by e-mail last weekend, and printed copies are available on one of the tables at the 

back of the sanctuary for those who don’t have internet access.  Many thanks to Lisa Sneesby for putting 

the Annual Report together, and to Mardine Garnham for printing the hard copies! 

 

Envelopes - Offering envelopes for 2021 that haven’t yet been picked up are set out on one of the tables at 

the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Reading - If you would like to take a turn reading the scripture readings in one of our upcoming services, 

please let John know. 

 

Today - Copies of the March-April issue of the devotional guide Today are available on one of the tables at 

the back of the sanctuary.  Feel free to take one home with you! 

 

 



 

Did You Know?  People in the ancient world didn’t understand the function of the inner organs, and so 

they often attributed to them functions that we today attribute to the brain and the mind.  The best-known 

example is the heart: in the books of the Old Testament, the heart is generally seen as the seat of thinking 

and decision-making; but similar capacities are attributed also to the kidneys and the liver.  Here are a few 

examples of what is said in the original Hebrew, literally: 

- Psalm 16.7 - I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; / even at night my kidneys instruct me. 

- Psalm 16.9 - Therefore my heart is glad, and my liver rejoices; / my body also will rest secure … 

- Psalm 73.21 - When my heart was grieved, and I was pierced in the kidneys, / I was senseless and igno-

rant … 

- Jeremiah 11.20 - You, LORD Almighty, who judge righteously, / and test the kidneys and the heart … 

In the King James Version, the word used for kidneys is “reins”.  In modern English translations, however, 

such words have been changed to ones that make greater sense to the modern mind, such as, “Therefore my 

heart is glad, and my tongue rejoices” (Psalm 16.9, NIV). 

 

 

 

Mission Moment 
Summer Student’s Virtual Ministry 

Presbyterians Sharing provides financial assistance for seminary students to gain ministry experience by 

serving in rural and remote congregations across the country. Last summer, Samuel Andri, a student from 

the Vancouver School of Theology, served in the Synod of Saskatchewan. Due to COVID-19, Samuel led 

online worship and helped deliver a Vacation Bible School program virtually. Though his responsibilities 

were fulfilled online instead of in person, it did not make his experience any less meaningful. When asked 

about his summer experience, Samuel said, “I am forever grateful for the opportunity to reflect on what it 

means to serve God in more rural areas of Canada and to reflect on the beauty of serving God in a more 

close-knit community even through online platforms.” 
 

 


