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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE 2ND SUNDAY IN LENT 

28 February 2021 
 

Services by Zoom - Our live services by Zoom at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday seem to be going well, so we’ll 

continue doing that for the time being.  Nineteen people participated in our live service last Sunday.  It 

turned out to take a lot less time to upload the Zoom service to YouTube than it did for the services that 

John used to record on his laptop, so if that continues to be the case, they will should available for viewing 

by 1:00 p.m. from now on. 

 There is talk of the restrictions on worship attendance potentially being eased further, beginning next 

weekend.  The Session will wait to hear the official word from the provincial government, and then make a 

decision on whether and when to resume in-person services. 

 John sends out the Zoom link by e-mail each Saturday evening.  The link is the same every week, so you 

can copy and paste it into a Word document, if you wish, so that you always have it handy.  John will con-

tinue e-mailing out the YouTube link (which is different every week) and a written service script each Sun-

day. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Genesis 17.1-8, 15-16 - God’s covenant with Abraham 

- Psalm 22.23-31 - “I will declare your name to my people” 

- Romans 4.13-25 - Abraham was justified through his faith 

- Mark 8.31-38 - Jesus’ first prediction of his Passion 

 

The readers today are Lalaine and Ruth Buan.  Charlie Clifford is leading the Prayers of the People to-

day. 

 

This Week in First Church: 

- Sunday, 28 February - Deadline for submissions for the March Newsletter 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

 

mailto:firstpc@mymts.net
http://www.firstpcportage.com/
mailto:jzondag@mymts.net


 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 14 March - Daylight Saving Time begins 

- Sunday, 21 March - Communion Sunday (if we can resume in-person services) 

- Sunday, 18 April - Annual Meeting (re-rescheduled - see below) 

 

Rescheduled - The Session has again postponed our Annual Meeting, this time to Sunday, 18 April, in 

the hope that conditions will have improved enough by then that we will be able to meet in person.  Never-

theless, the Annual Report will still be distributed on or around Sunday, 14 March.  If you would like a 

copy sooner than that, please speak to John. 

 

Newsletter - Submissions for the March issue of the Newsletter are due today (the 28th).  Please send your 

submissions to Lisa Sneesby at bsneesby@mymts.net.  We plan to have the Newsletter ready for distribu-

tion next Sunday, 7 March. 

 

Next Sunday - Keith Kelly will be preaching the sermon in our service next Sunday. 

 

Congratulations!  We congratulate Charlie Clifford for being named a “Manitoba 150 Honoree” for his 

many years of volunteer service to the community in a number of community organizations!  Charlie is one 

of 150 Manitobans being so honored, along with three others from here in Portage la Prairie. 

 

Envelopes - Offering envelopes for 2021 are now available.  They can be picked up at the church during 

regular office hours, from Tuesday to Saturday.  Please use the office entrance.  Note that John goes home 

for lunch every day, and that the office is closed during the noon hour. 

 

Readers - Now that we are holding our services by Zoom, we can once again have people other than John 

read the scripture readings each week, without having to come in to the church.  If you would like to take a 

turn reading in the next few weeks, please let John know. 

 

Communion - Sunday, 21 March, is scheduled to be our next Communion Sunday.  If we have resumed in-

person services by then, we will plan to have a physically-distanced Communion service that day, since we 

have missed four regular Communion services in a row.  Home Communions for our homebound members 

will still not be possible, however. 

 

Today - Copies of the March-April issue of the devotional guide Today are now available.  They have been 

set out on the steps just inside the office entrance, and can be picked up anytime during office hours.  Feel 

free to come in and pick one up for yourself. 

 

Mission Moment 
Hygiene Kits Protect Families in Nicaragua 

“As a family, we try to take all the necessary measures, like covering our nose when sneezing, avoiding 

shaking hands or going places where there might be large crowds. For many of the families in our com-

munity, it’s not possible to acquire protection materials like face masks, gloves, hand sanitizer or clean-

ing materials due to rising prices in the market. We are so thankful for all of you and the help you bring 

to our community.” Like many in Nicaragua, María struggles to access proper protection materials and 

cleaning products due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Presbyterian World Service & Development, through 

local partners, is helping people like María and her whole community, receive hygiene and sanitation 

items, ensuring they are prepared to safely face the pandemic. 
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