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ANNOUNCEMENTS SHEET 
 

THE 1ST SUNDAY IN LENT 

21 February 2021 
 

Services by Zoom - We have been holding our Sunday services live, by Zoom, at 10:30 a.m., for the past 

three weeks now, with approximately 15 people joining in each week, so far.  We thank Raymond Reichelt 

for hosting the services, Margaret McNutt-Reichelt for playing the hymns, and Debbi Miles for typing the 

hymn texts that Raymond shows on the screen.  Due to copyright laws, we can use only hymns that are in 

the public domain; so, for the time being, we’re singing the “oldies” only.  John sends out the Zoom link by 

e-mail each Saturday evening.  The link is the same every week, by the way, so you can copy and paste it 

into a Word document, if you wish, so that you always have it handy. 

 Beginning today, a recording of the service by Zoom will be uploaded to YouTube each week, for those 

who are not able to join the service in real time.  Unfortunately, though, it won’t be available for viewing 

until the afternoon, since it takes a good two hours to upload.  Once uploaded, it can be viewed at any time 

during the week.  John will continue e-mailing out the YouTube link and a written service script each Sun-

day. 

 

Scripture Readings - The readings for today’s service are 

- Genesis 9.8-17 - God’s covenant with Noah 

- Psalm 25 - “In you, LORD my God, I put my trust” 

- 1 Peter 3.13-22 - The water of the Flood symbolizes baptism 

- Mark 1.9-15 - The temptation of Jesus 
 

Next Sunday’s readings will be 

- Genesis 17.1-7, 15-16 - God’s covenant with Abraham 

- Psalm 22.23-31 - “I will declare your name to my people” 

- Romans 4.13-25 - The righteousness that comes by faith 

- Mark 8.31-38 - Jesus’ first prediction of his Passion 

 

The readers today are Philip and Margaret Dunn. 
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This Week in First Church: 

- Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. - Bible study, by Zoom 

- Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - Presbytery meeting, by Zoom 

- Thursday, 7:00 p.m. - Session meeting, by Zoom 

 

Coming Up: 

- Sunday, 28 February - Deadline for submissions for the March Newsletter 

- Sunday, 21 March - Annual Meeting (rescheduled - see below) 

 

Rescheduled - The Session has postponed our Annual Meeting to Sunday, 21 March, in the hope that 

conditions will have improved enough by then that we will be able to meet in person.  The Annual Report 

is now complete, and will be distributed in time for Sunday, 14 March, a week prior to the meeting.  If you 

would like a copy sooner than that, please speak to John. 

 

Newsletter - Submissions for the March issue of the Newsletter are due next Sunday, (the 28th).  Please 

send your submissions to Lisa Sneesby at bsneesby@mymts.net.  We plan to have the Newsletter ready for 

distribution the following Sunday, 7 March. 

 

Envelopes - Offering envelopes for 2021 are now available.  They can be picked up at the church during 

regular office hours, from Tuesday to Saturday.  Please use the office entrance.  Note that John goes home 

for lunch every day, and that the office is closed during the noon hour. 

 

Readers - Now that we are holding our services by Zoom, we can once again have people other than John 

read the scripture readings each week, without having to come in to the church.  If you would like to take a 

turn reading in the next few weeks, please let John know. 

 

The Christian Year - Today is the first Sunday in the Season of Lent, the season of preparation for the 

festival of Easter.  Lent is a time to work at renewing our relationship with God, and our commitment to 

living in his ways.  Some denominations emphasize the spiritual disciplines of prayer, almsgiving (charita-

ble giving), and fasting during Lent. 

 The season of Lent originated in the early church as a time when new converts were given their final in-

struction in the Christian faith, in preparation for their baptism at Easter.  By the Middle Ages, Lent had 

evolved into a solemn season of penitence and fasting, inspired by Jesus’ forty days of being tempted in the 

wilderness (see Mark 1.12-13, and parallels).  The length of Lent was thus set at forty days (not including 

Sundays, however, since Sunday, being the weekly celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, could not be a day of 

fasting).  Lent therefore always begins on a Wednesday, called Ash Wednesday, 6½ weeks before Easter 

Sunday. 

 The final week of Lent is called Holy Week, and during that week, we commemorate the events of Je-

sus’ “Passion” — his suffering and death in Jerusalem.  

 The symbolic color for Lent is purple, signifying preparation and penitence.  The color for Holy Week 

is red, symbolizing Jesus’ blood, shed on the cross. 

 

In-person Services - The Session decided some time ago that we would not resume in-person services un-

til the status of our Health Region returns to “Orange”.  Currently, it remains “Red”.  Although churches 

are once again allowed to hold in-person services, the limit is just 10% of the seating capacity of the wor-

ship space, which in our case, works out to just 17 people.  Last fall, when we resumed in-person services 

for five Sundays in October and November, attendance varied from 17 to 23 people. 
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FINANCIAL REPORT, 2021 
 

     Jan. 1-31/21    Year-to-Date 

FINANCES:   

 INCOME  RECEIVED:  13,635.71     13,635.71 

 EXPENSES PAID:     7,829.85       7,829.85 

 SURPLUS (DEFICIT):    5,805.86       5,805.86 
 

Included in the above income is 5,000.00 from the Manitoba Bridge Grant and 5,643.56 from the 

Canada Employment Wage Subsidy (CEWS) 

 

PRESBYTERIANS SHARING – Total Allocation for year is $3,200.00: 
 

 DONATIONS RECEIVED:        145.00         145.00 

 

FUNDRAISING: 

  INCOME:            0.00             0.00 

  EXPENSES:            0.00             0.00 

  SURPLUS (DEFICIT):      0.00             0.00 
 

A summary of the surplus from the following events  (the amounts are included in the above year-to-

date fundraising information): 

   Spring Dinner   

   Fall Supper   

   Catering   

   Meal In A Bowl  

   Presbyterian Pie Sale  

Thank you for your continued support to the success of these events. 
 

 

 

Communion - Sunday, 21 March, is scheduled to be our next Communion Sunday; but, in view of the on-

going pandemic, we may not be able have a Communion service that day, after all.  If so, it will be the fifth 

time we’ll have had to skip a Communion service since the pandemic took hold here in Canada last March. 
 

Today - Copies of the March-April issue of the devotional guide Today are now available.  They have been 

set out on the steps just inside the office entrance, and can be picked up anytime during office hours.  Feel 

free to come in and pick one up for yourself. 
 

 

Mission Moment 
Certainty in the Midst of Change 

We live in a world that is constantly changing. The past year brought unprecedented change, and we had 

to learn to adapt in our lives, jobs and congregations. In the midst of so much change, Presbyterians 

Sharing has continued to support the mission and ministry we do together—often in new and adaptive 

ways. What hasn’t changed is our commitment to one another, discerning together, moving forward to-

gether, being in community together, sharing God’s message together, confronting injustice together and 

caring for vulnerable people together. That’s what Presbyterians Sharing is all about. As we put our gifts 

into God’s hands, God is doing remarkable things. 
 

 


